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  IN THIS REPORT 

Skill Supply were back with Rode 

Heath Primary School last week to 

work with Years 3 to 6.  Developing 

their team working skills a little 

further, we worked on the 

communication skills needed for 

effective team players and leaders. 

Designed to be a different pace of day, 

the children re-capped learning from 

the last session and went on to the 

first activity to think about “putting 

themselves into someone else’s 

shoes”.  This helped children to 

discuss how someone had made them 

feel and opened constructive 

discussion after a disagreement.  

Using good communication, they 

found out a lot from their team for 

the day.  The children got to 

experience and interpret what we 

communicate with our faces and body 

language.  It was amazing how quickly 

they picked up on simple facial 

expressions and mannerisms when 

nothing was being said. 

We moved on to storytelling through 

simple scenes where teams had to 

decide on the order of the scenes and 

the story they told.  The class 

provided feedback on body language 

and we provided some coaching on 

building confidence when presenting. 

Next up was developing a story board 

of their own.  Again, the 

communication in the team was key.  

Develop an idea, organize themselves 

into who was doing what and prepare 

a written story under a time pressure 

was a challenge.  The outputs were 

great and the teams did a super job.  

Compromise was one of the words 

used a lot and it was evident 

throughout the four days. 

Several listening and observation 

activities were also used to good and 

fun effect – from Hey You! to “I 

have…” and Pass the Chips.  Finishing 

up with a team construction exercise 

all their communication and team 

working skills were put to the test. 

Inside… 
Look at the activities and fun the children had 

developing their skills. 

 

 

 

Communication Skills Years 3-6 
by Dom & Liz Surry 
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Year 3 
Who’s in my team? Smaller teams 

this time to aid communication 

 

 

Like my shoes?   

 

 

Consider my thoughts and feelings 

and try to put yourself in my position 

when we are working together. 

 

 

Based on their body language, we 

were not sure these conversations 

were going so well. 

 

 

Good leaders need to be able to 

communicate well.  Developing and 

telling stories is a great way to 

develop these skills.  

 

 

Team constructions – the longest 

time the marble can run for using 

paper, tape and scissors. 

 

 

Fast feedback: 

 

We think it went OK.
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Year 4  
Some very fancy shoe designs.  This 

class really used them well. 

 

So who’s in my team?  What do we 

have in common? What makes me 

unique, happy or sad?

 

Liz’s body language was fun and 

frustrating! 

 

Introducing our team to the class.  

Finding out some surprising things. 

 

Hey YOU! It doesn’t help to blame. 

 

Chinese whispers – is this where 

communication broke down? 

 

 

Or here? 

 

Story time.  Some great team work 

and some fascinating stories.
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Construction time – agreeing a plan 

and getting on with it as a team.
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How long was that! Great thinking, 

construction and TEAMWORK! 

 

Fast feedback: 

 

 

  



TEAM CHALLENGE 2! RODE HEATH PRIMARY SCHOOL | MARCH 2016  6 

 

 

For more information: T: +44 (0)1270 748415 M: +44(0)7740 948868 E: contact@skillsupply.co.uk  

© Skill Supply Ltd www.skillsupply.co.uk 

Year 5  
Some fantastic shoe designs from 

children in this class too.   

 

 
They weren’t used very often at all 

to discuss challenges between 

individuals, a sign of great team 

working. 

 

Stories being developed through 

communication. 

 

 

Thumbs up.  All going well team? 

 

And now to tell our story. 

 

 

 

Innovative marble runs in this class.  

They really understood what was 

needed and used many of the 

resources from around the room.  

 

 

 

 

We hope everything ended up where 

it should afterwards! 

Fast feedback: 
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Year 6 
Year 6 were impressive over the 

course of the day using good 

communication to ensure their 

teams were productive. There was 

very little need for their impressive 

shoe collection. 

 

 

Introducing their teams, the class 

spent some time looking at their 

body language whilst listening to 

what made them unique, happy and 

sad. 

 

 

We even had time to talk about 

confidence building and power poses! 

Using the outside classroom, we 

played a listening game.  Last one left 

standing was offered some extra 

maths and literacy homework! 

 

Using the same pictures as previous 

years, the quality of the stories and 

storytelling was great. 

 

 

The whole class stayed on task and 

came up with some very varied 

storyboards. 

 

 

Communicating with confidence. 

 

The shoe that came alive! 

 

 

 

Ghost busters! 
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Communicating throughout, teams 

produced some super marble runs.  

Engineers of the future? 

This was big… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ingenious support 

 

This was one of the longest runs 

we’d seen over the four days 

 

Perhaps they misunderstood that the 

ball had to run for the longest time in 

their construction…not the fastest 

time...? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the teams certainly found out 

that by working …… 

 

Together 

Everyone  

Achieves  

More 
 

 

Fast feedback: 
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Overall 

conclusions 
 

Working in smaller teams certainly 

helped with reducing the level of 

interpersonal challenges.  The use of a 

colourful pair of shoes to highlight 

where children were not seeing eye 

to eye gave them something to use to 

start a conversation about how they 

felt.  Facilitation by Liz or Dom during 

this time was key. 

The range of activities were less 

energetic than the first Team 

Challenge day but developed thinking, 

teamwork, literacy and oral 

communication skills.  

The final task of the day added to the 

fun and combined all the learning from 

this and the previous day.  Definite 

improvements are being seen. 

Based on the fast feedback, we think 

the day went down pretty well. 

We are now looking ahead to Team 

Challenge 3 where we will be 

focusing on Lean & Systems thinking 

and developing some resilience 

through Plan, Do, Check, Act. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact Liz or Dom at Skill Supply to discuss what we could do  

for your school or organisation. 

 

Email:  contact@skillsupply.co.uk 

Tel:   01270 748 415 

Mob:  07740 948 868 

Web:  www.skillsupply.co.uk 

          @skillsupplyuk 

          https://www.facebook.com/skillsupply 

 

 

Want to know more? 

mailto:contact@skillsupply.co.uk
http://www.skillsupply.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/skillsupply

