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Covid-19 Policy 

Skill Clubs 

14th July 2021  

Skill Supply Ltd / Skill Clubs recognises that careful planning is essential to keep the 
children and our staff safe, and to limit the spread of coronavirus/Covid-19, within our 
setting. Accordingly, we have conducted a thorough Covid-19 risk assessment and will 
review it monthly and whenever Government guidance changes.  You are encouraged to 
read the government advice for parents and carers of young people attending out-of-
school clubs - 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/1002337/OOSS_Parent_Guidance_Step_4_PDF_coverings.pdf 

Covid-19 symptoms 

Covid-19 is a viral, respiratory disease, which is spread from person to person by close 
contact. It typically causes fever and a dry cough, and in some cases may progress to viral 
pneumonia which cannot be treated by antibiotics. Symptoms of Covid-19 can include: 

Continuous dry cough Sore throat 

Fever (high temperature) Tiredness 

Difficulty breathing Loss of taste and smell 

The initial symptoms are similar to colds and flu-type illnesses, but the combination of a 
recent onset of fever and a new continuous cough seem to be present in many cases of 
Covid-19. However, it is important to be aware that in some cases the symptoms may be 
very mild or even non-existent, especially in children.  

Procedure for infection or suspected infection 

Any child who becomes ill with symptoms which could be Covid-19 while at the Club will be 
isolated from the other children by at least two metres until the child can be collected by 
his or her parents. If the child becomes seriously ill, we will call 999. 

If a child or member of staff has suspected symptoms of Covid-19, they will be sent home 
and must follow the Government guidance for households with possible Covid-19 
infection. This includes self-isolation and taking a Covid-19 test. See:  
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/ 

Parents, staff, or children should not attend the club and self-isolate immediately if: 

• You have any symptoms of COVID-19 (a high temperature, a new, continuous cough or 
a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste) 

• You have tested positive for COVID-19 – this means you have the virus 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1002337/OOSS_Parent_Guidance_Step_4_PDF_coverings.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1002337/OOSS_Parent_Guidance_Step_4_PDF_coverings.pdf
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/
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• Someone you live with has symptoms or tested positive (for children and staff this will 
change from the 16th August 2021) 

• Someone in your childcare or support bubble has symptoms and you have been in 
close contact with them since their symptoms started or during the 48 hours before 
they started 

• Someone in your childcare or support bubble tested positive and you have been in 
close contact with them since they had the test or in the 48 hours before their test 

• You have been told you've been in contact with someone who tested positive – find 
out what to do if you're told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or the NHS COVID-
19 app 

• You have arrived in England from abroad less than 10 days ago from countries where 
you are required to quarantine. 

• If children or staff experience any symptoms of Covid-19 they must take a PCR 
test and not attend the Club and inform the Club as soon as possible. 

From the 16th August 

• Children under the age of 18 years old will no longer be required to self-isolate if they 
are contacted by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case.  
Instead, children will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in 
close contact with a positive case and advised to take a PCR test.  

• If staff members over 18yrs and 4 months have been fully vaccinated staff will be 
exempt from the requirement to self-isolate if they are a contact of a positive case. 
They will instead be advised to take a PCR test as soon as possible.   

• If staff over 18yrs and 4 months are not fully vaccinated they will be required to self-
isolate if identified as a close contact. 

• We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so and self-
isolate until they get the result.   

• If positive they need to self-isolate from the day of first symptoms or of the test 
if asymptomatic regardless of your vaccination status or age. 

•  

Lateral Flow Testing / Asymptomatic Testing 

 
• Pupils in year 7 and above (those finishing year 6 do not need to) and staff 

should still lateral flow test twice a week.   
• Tests are available for free from your local pharmacy.   
• Staff and children with a positive LFT test result should self-isolate in line with 

the stay-at-home guidance. They will also need to get a free PCR test to check if 
they have COVID-19.  Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should 
continue to self-isolate.  

• If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the positive lateral flow test, and is 
negative, it overrides the self-test LFD test and the child or staff member 
can return to Skill Clubs if they do not have COVID-19 symptoms. 

• If the test is positive, they should stay home for at least 10 days after the 
test or from when the symptoms have started.  After 10 days, they may 
return to the club if all symptoms have passed, and they feel well. 

  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/if-youre-told-to-self-isolate-by-nhs-test-and-trace-or-the-covid-19-app/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/if-youre-told-to-self-isolate-by-nhs-test-and-trace-or-the-covid-19-app/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/if-youre-told-to-self-isolate-by-nhs-test-and-trace-or-the-covid-19-app/
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When an individual has had close contact with someone with 
coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms 

Any member of staff who has provided close contact care to someone with symptoms, 
regardless of whether they are wearing PPE, and all other members of staff or children 
who have been in close contact with that person, do not need to go home to self-isolate 
unless: 

• they develop symptoms themselves (in which case, they should self-isolate 
immediately and arrange to have a test) 

• they are requested to do so by NHS Test and Trace or the Public Health England 
(PHE) advice service (or PHE local health protection team if escalated), which is a 
legal obligation 

• they have tested positive from an LFD test as part of a community or worker 
programme 

• Everyone must wash their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with soap and running 
water or use hand sanitiser after any contact with someone who has symptoms. 

• The area around the person with symptoms must be cleaned after they have left, 
to reduce the risk of passing the infection on to other people. 

Outbreak Management & Club Closure 

If we have any cases at Skill Clubs, we will notify the local Health Protection Team and 
Public Health.  According to the ‘Covid 19: Actions for out of school settings July 2021’ 
guidance, if Skill Clubs identifies “several confirmed cases within 14 days” this may 
constitute an outbreak.  

We will take advice from the local Health Protection Team and Public Health If this 
situation occurs, and our Outbreak Management Plan will be activated. 

If local rules change due a cluster or outbreaks or a local outbreak, we will follow the 
guidelines issued to us by local Health Protection Team and Public Health. 

As part of this plan, we may need to close if advised to do so to limit the spread of the 
virus.   

If the Club needs to close, the manager will notify parents or carers as soon as possible. 
The manager will also inform the local Early Years or Childcare service as well as other 
relevant parties, e.g., feeder schools, other users of shared premises, etc. The manager will 
also notify Ofsted of the closure. 

We may need to temporarily close the Club if we have insufficient staff due to illness to 
run sessions safely. We would avoid this if possible and minimise the number of venues 
and length of time closed. 

The steps to do this are part of our Outbreak Management Plan which can be seen on 
our website, or a copy requested from contact@skillsupply.co.uk 
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Infection control 

We will take the following steps to reduce the risk of catching or spreading Covid-19 at the 
Club: 

Hygiene: 

• We will be checking temperature on entry to the club and any child that has a 
temperature of 37.8 ̊C or above will be asked to return home with their parent/carer. 

• Staff and children will wash or sanitise their hands as soon as they arrive at the Club 
and will be reminded to wash their hands regularly throughout the session, especially 
after using the toilet, before eating food and after coughing or sneezing. 

• Hand sanitiser will be available in convenient locations throughout the club. 
• We will have tissues readily available for use when sneezing and coughing, and these 

will be disposed of, in a lidded bin, immediately after use. 
• If they do not have a tissue to hand, children will be instructed to cough or sneeze into 

the crook of their arm. 
• We will discourage children from touching their faces. 
• We will discourage children from touching each other. 
• Children will not be allowed to bring toys or games from home, and we ask that they 

bring only essential items with them to the Club. 

Cleaning: 

• We will ensure that frequently-touched surfaces, such as handles, door plates, light 
switches, tabletops, and toys are regularly cleaned with anti-bacterial spray or wipes, 
before, during and after each session. 

• Toilets and sinks will be cleaned before and after each session 
 

Arrivals and departures: 

• Parents are now able to come inside the venue with their child, but we do ask that you 
wear a face covering when doing so.  If you do not have a face-covering or are unable 
to wear one, we may ask you to wait outside. 

• We will be checking temperature on entry to the club and any child that has a 
temperature of 37.8 ̊C or above will be refused entry and asked to return home with 
their parent/carer. 

• A member of staff will sign the children in and out, in the presence of the child’s 
parent. 

• Keywords/passwords will still be used for adults unknown to us or not expected at 
pick-up.  

Premises 

• Visitors, e.g., delivery drivers will not be allowed to enter the club without prior 
permission 

• Anyone who has permission to enter the premises will be asked to wear a face 
covering if spending any time in the same room as the children 

• Doors and windows will be kept open where safe to do so, to keep the premises well 
ventilated. 

Movement around the club: 

• Children will be in one group of no more than 20. 
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• We will not mix with any other groups of children or adults that are using the venue 
• If a child tests positive, we will inform NHS test and trace and Public Health who was 

attending and near that child  
• We will follow the advice from Public Health and the DFE as to who must isolate or 

get tested or can remain at the club. 
• NHS test and trace will now be responsible for informing contacts to isolate and not 

Skill Clubs 
 

Food and Drink 

• Children will have to bring their own packed lunches as usual. 
• We will not be able to provide snacks (biscuits or fruit) as this could be a possible 

route of infection.  Children can bring their own snacks. 
• Children should bring a refillable water bottle and we will encourage the children to 

drink throughout the day 

Promoting good practice 

We will promote infection control through the methods above, and in addition we will: 

• Ensure that all staff have received training in, and understand, our new procedures. 
• Display posters and information to promote infection control. 
• Ensure that adequate supplies of cleaning materials are available within the Club. 
• Dispose of waste promptly and hygienically. 
• Provide tissues and suitable facilities for their disposal. 
• Staff will undertake lateral flow tests twice a week  
• We will encourage children who are currently in year 7 and above to carry on their 

lateral flow tests twice a week throughout the Summer.   
• Children and staff who test positive with an LFT are to isolate at home and take a PCR 

test to confirm.  If they test negative on the PCR test within two days, they can return 
to work.  Otherwise, they must remain at home for 10 days or until symptoms 
disappear.  

Useful contacts 

Department for Education advice line on 0800 0468687 

Cheshire East Early Years and Childcare Team:  01625 374182 

Ofsted: 0300 123 1231 

Local Health Protection Team (HPT): PHE Cheshire and Merseyside Health Protection 
Team Tel. 0344 225 0562 option 1 

This policy was adopted by: Skill Supply Ltd / Skill Clubs Date: 12th May 2021 

To be reviewed: 12th July 2021 (or earlier if pandemic guidelines 
require) 

Signed: E L Surry 

Written in accordance with: DFE document: COVID-19: Actions for out-of-school settings July 2021; 
Contingency Framework: education and childcare settings June 2021; and Government Guidance 
Coronavirus: how to stay safe and help prevent the spread from 19 July 2021 


